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AMENDMENTS TO THE CL AmiS 

1 . (Currently amended) A me&od of mechanieally rmo\ing soil from a surface 
intended to be cleaned, said method being perfonued by a surfspe mainteiiajice machme 
aiid comprising: 

wetting aportiGn of a revolving cleatiing medium with adeeming liquid; 
i:gYQMsig said prevtously we tted portioa of dealing medium into c otitact vvjthj? 
vacM^ ni extractor : 

fe«i M&.said extractor m conta ct with said portion, vacuiiin extracting: soine soil 
and some of the cieanmg liquid from fee sa|d_previoiisly wetted portion of 
the clemiing medium, said vacuum extracting occiirring before said 
pre\ioiisly wetted portion revolves into contact with fee surface intended to 
be cleaned; 

revoiYing...s.ai d previousI .vL.wetled portion of the c leaning mediirn ) away from 
contact wit h the vacuum extractor toward contact with the surfa ce intended 
to be cleaned: 

to-^wiping the surface intended to be cleaned with said portion of the i-evoiving 
cleaning mediutn so as to transfer soil ftom the surface intended to be 
cleaned to the cleaning medium; and 

repeating said wetting, extracting and wiping during a cleaning procedure. 

2. (eurrently amended) The method of claim i iwther comprising the step of 
exliacting soil and eleaning liquid on fee fwrtion of the cleaning medium pre\'iousiy wiped 
against the surface intended to be clewed and prior to again wetting the same portion, 

3. CGurrently amended) An automated raethod of removing soil from a suiface 
intended to be cleaned by a movable machine ha'vixig a revolving cleaning mediuns 
comprising: 
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wetting a portion of the revolving cleaning mediwni mth a cleaning liquid; 
revohmg said previously wet ted portion of the cleani ng medium toward a va cuum 

extractor, said extractor having an elongated slot openi ng in c ontact witli tlie 

cleatiing medium. s'M slot opemng extending substantiailv across said 

previouslv wetted liortion of the cleaning medimn; 
^fee^ vaeuani extracting some soil and some of the cleaning solution from said 

previously wetted portion of tiKe revolving cleanihg medinni prior to said 

portion revolving into contact witli tJie smface intended to be cleaned; 
reyolving said previonslv wetted p o rtion of tlie cleani n g me dium away from 

contact with the slot opening a nd to ward contact mih the surface intended 

to be cleaned: 

%m wiping the surface with said portion of revolving cleaning medium 
previdusiy vacBum extracted so as to transfer soil from the surface intended 
to be cleaned to the revolving cleaning medium; md 

repeating said wetting, extracting and wiping duritig a cleaning procedure. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3 Mihet comprising tlie step of 
extracting soil and cleaning solution feoni the portion of die cleaning medium previously 
wiped against the surface intended to be clean prior to again wetting tJie same portion. 

5. (Currently aiBended) A method of removing soil from a smlace intended to be 
cleaned using a movable machine, said method comprising: 

moving the movable machine across the surface while repeatedly: 
wetting a portion of a re\nolving cleaning me<!ium wife a eieaning liquid; 
revolving said wetted portion of the cleaning medium into contact with a slot 
ogeni ng of a vacuum extractor; 
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Willi said vacuum extractor, vacisum extfacting soil md cleaning liquid from said 
portion of the revolving cleaning medium throiigh said slot opening prior to 
said portion revolving into contact with the surface to be cleaned; aa^tei 

revolviag said wetted oorti oo of the cieaainE medium out of coatact witli said slo t 
ope mng and toward contact with said surface to be cleaned: and 

wiping the surface with sM portion of the revolving cleaning mediiim so as to 
transfer soil Sx)m the isurfaee intended to be cleaiied to the cleaiung 
medium. 

6. (Ciirrently ajncnded) Th& method of claim 5 wherein th e step of said wetting the 

portion of the revolvitig <?ieaning medium includes spraying eleanitig liqtiid onto 
the cieaiiing medium jroin a nOz z le, said cleaning mediian capturing substantianv 
ail of a spray outp ut of the no77le, 

7. (Cajiccbd) The method of claim 5 wherein the step of extracting soil <md cleaning 

liquid from the portion of tlie cleaning mediuin is achieved through a vacuum 
extractor. 

8. (CXatently amende) the me&od of claim 5 wherein the cleaning medium includes at 

least one elongated generally cylindrical shaped dement rotating generally about an 
axis of rotation, witl\ said slot opening being eenerailv p arallel to .said axis of 
rotati on. 

9. (Qriginai) The method of claim S wherein the cleaning medium includes a pair of 

elongated generally eylindricaJ shaped eienients which are counter-notated relative 
to each other, m-id wherein said axis of rotation is generally parallel witii the surface 
intended to be cleaned. 
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1 0, (Ciiitently amended) The method of claim 9 wiaerein fee st e p - e -f smd, extractlxig is 
achieved tlirougli a pair of vacuum apertures, each of said pair of vacuum aperhares 
being associated with a different one of the counter-rotated eioa^ted g«neraliy 
eylindrical shaped elements. 

1 i . (OrigiMi) The method of claim 8 wherein the axis of ratatipji is aligned in a direetibn 
generally transverse to an operationai direction of device movement across the 
surface. 

12. (Currently ameiided)The meijod of claim 5 wherein the surface is a carpet surface, 

and wherein the step of-iwiping the smface ftansfers soil fi©m fibers of the c^:p0t 
surface to the eleaning medium. 

13. (CBiTently axnended) The method of claim 5 wherein the surface is a fabric surface, 

and wherein tfee-step-af-wiping the surfece transfers soil irom fibers of the fabric 
suiface to the cleaning medium. 

14. (Original) The me&od of claim 5 wherein the movabie madiine includes at least one 

drip guard in contact with at least a portion of die cleaning medium for redirecting 
Gleaning solution within a cleaning head toward the cleaning medium. 

1 .5. (Currently ainended) A method of cleaning a caipeted surface, said method being 
peiformed by a surface maintenance machine and eomprising; 

spraying a portion of a revolving cleaning medium with a cleaning liquid; 
*«i~-removing some soil and some of the cleaning liquid from the previously 
wetted portion of the cleaning medium using a vacuum device having a slot 
opeinag in contact with said cleaning medium , said remG\'ing drawina soil 
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Md c leaning liquid th rougli said slot opening_aiid_ocemTing prior to said 

portion revolving into contact with tJie carpet surface; 
fehwiping the carpeted sui'face with tlie portion of the revolving cleaning aiedium 

so as to transfer soil from tlie tested surface to the deaning imediKm; md 
ifeefi-repeating said spraying, reinoving, and wiping th& carpeted surface duiing a 

carpet eleaimg procediire. 

(Cinmjtly amended)- The method of claim 15 wherein the st e p of 

spraying involves pumping a cleaning liquid from a reservoir canied by the 
surface maintenance machin e through a nozzle, said nozzle spra\ing 
suhstantiallv all of its sprav outPBt directlv onto the cleaning medium, widi 
said eleatiiag medium being Positioned between the nozzle and the ^surface 
intended to be cleaned . 

17. (Canceled) The method of claim 15 wherein the step of removing involves applying a 
vacuum to the previously wetted portion of the cleaning medium so as to <x)nvey soil and 
cleaning liquid to a receptacle of soiled solution carried by the surface maintenance 
machine. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4^ i6_wherein fe e step said wiping 
involves rotating a cylindrical cleaning mediirn^ in contact with the carpeted surfece. and 
s aid vacuum extract or slot extending si tbstantially alona across the CYiindrical cleaning 
medium^ with said vacuum extractor slot being positioned between sm d noz zle and said 
siirfacfc intended to foe cleaned . 

\9. (Csarrentiy ainended) The method of claim 18 whefeinthe cylindrical cleaning medium 
is rota:ted about an axis wliich is generally perpendicular to a direction of machine us e, and 
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said vacuum extractor slot iaefodes a pair o f generally paialla l walls, with ends of said pair 
of w alls being in contact with t he cviindiical cleaning medium . 

20, (Oogiiiai) The method of claim 15 wherein &e surface tnaintenanee machine either a 
self-propelled macliine or s non-propeiled raachiae. 

21, (Original) The method of claira 15 wherdn the movable raachiae includes at 
least one drip guard in contact with al least a portion of the cleaning medium for 
redirecting cleaning solution within a ckauiiig head toward the cleaning medium. 

22, (Currently amended) A method of cleaning a carpeted surface, said method being 
performed by a suflace maintenance machine and comprising: 

spraying a portion of a revolving cieanin| medium with a cleaning liquid; 
Igvdxms_sajd_.p QrtiQn of the clean i ng medium toward contact with a vaq-uum 
extractor; 

th@a-removing some soil and some of tiie cleaning liquid from the previously 
wetted portion of the cleaning medium using & sdd_„vacuGxn 4mm^ 
ex.tmctor > said vacuum extractor having a slot opening in contact with the 
^viousl v wetted t?ortidti of the clea ning medium, and said slot opening 
lM]m)ij..J!„.MQt. width which is substantially smaller than a diameter of a 

yacuam conduit coupled t o said extracto r, said removing o ccurring 

eeeufflBg-prior to said portion revolving into contact with the carpeted 
surface; 

reydlving s aid poition of the cleaning medinni away from contact with the yacuum 
extracto r aiid toward contact with fee carpet^ surface; 

ta-wiping the carpeted surface with the portion of the revolving cleaning medium 
so as to transfer soil from the carpeted surface to the cleatiing medium, said 
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etep~0f wiping causing an anioimt of eleaning liquid to be thrown from the 
cleaning medium into contact witli interior surfaces of a cleaning head; aiid 
As^ft-redirecting tlie anioimt of cleaning liquid thrown from the eleaning iBedimii 
back toward the eleaamg rnediiim so as to minimize the dropping of large 
droplets of cleanmg solution onto the caipeted surface. 
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